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Begin this tour at the Guelph Civic Museum, on Cork Street.
There is free public parking at the museum or the Basilica property.

This route is approximately 3.5 km and takes about 1.5 hours.

Drawing of the Basilica of Our Lady Immaculate by Ida Seto  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The Guelph Civic Museum
The Museum is open Tues. to Sun.  from 10 am to 5 pm.

Admission is $5 or $15 for a family.
Exhibit information at guelphmuseums.ca

This  stone  structure  was  the  Loretto  Convent,  built  in  the  1850s  with 
additions  in  1872  and  1896.  The  exterior  had  remained  in  original 
condition. The abandoned structure had been threatened with demolition, 
but in 2009 funding support was received from the Provincial and Federal 
governments as well as a great deal of Municipal support. The Convent  
was transformed into 30,000 sq ft of exhibition, programming and artifact 
storage  space  for  Guelph  Civic 
Museum.  Here  you  will  find 
interactive  displays  that  bring  to 
life  the  key  characters  and 
structures that  have made Guelph 
the  vibrant  city  it  is.  The 
permanent exhibits  also include a 
children’s  area  with  hands-on 
activities.

Walk through the sculpture garden beside the museum and up the steps to the Basilica.  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Basilica Of Our Lady Immaculate and
St. Agnes School - Catholic Hill

John Galt assigned this site to Guelph’s Roman Catholics when he was 
laying out the city’s plan. The Loretto Convent has been transformed into 
the Guelph Civic Museum. On the south side of the property the Rectory 
House and a small school behind it are still in use.  St. Stanislaus school 
opened in 1854 and was the boys’ elementary school facility. It was later 
rebuilt  as  a  blended  elementary  facility  and  is  now  St.  John  Bosco 
Secondary School. St. Agnes School (shown boarded up above) was built 
in 1877 and had a second storey added in 1909, but has not been used for 
over a decade. The 1915 postcard shown below illustrates the school when 
it was in operation. It was an elementary girls’ school. St. Agnes was built 
in the Empire style with a mansard roof and dormers on the tower, which 
were later removed.
The  Church  Of  Our  Lady 
Immaculate was designated as a 
minor basilica in 2014 by Pope 
Francis.  This  designation 
indicates that the structure holds 
special significance for this area 
and  the  development  of  the 
Catholic  faith  in  the  Guelph 
region.  It  is  actually  the  third 
church built on the property. The 
first  was  St.  Patrick’s,  a  small, 
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white  frame  structure  in  1830 
and the second (right 1877) was 
St.  Bartholomew’s,   a  stone 
structure  with  a  central  spire 
built in 1846. The congregation 
soon  outgrew  this  second 
church  and  in  1863  a  corner 
stone  was  laid  for  the  current 
structure. The ambitious project 
soon  fell  into  financial 
difficulty  and  work  was 
discontinued.  Legend suggests  that  the  incumbent  priest,  Father  Holzer, 
hoped help would arrive from Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico,  but  the 
assassination of the emperor in 1867 ended that prospect.  Ten years later, 
Irish/Canadian architect Joseph Connolly was commissioned to build the 
third church. The design features many attributes of the Gothic Revival 
style. It is constructed of local stone but the sculptures that adorn the south 
side  of  the  exterior  were  carved in  Europe.  Some of  the  other  exterior 
carving was done by Matthew Bell, whose work can be found on buildings 
throughout  the  city.  Tragically,   Bell  died  as  the  result  of  a  fall  from 
scaffolding while working on the church. As you walk around the building 
you will  see some corbels (brackets) carved by Bell  but the others that 
remain unfinished square blocks are an indication of his death. In order to 
minimize disruption,  construction began on the rear portion of the new 
building; when the chapels, chancel and transepts were finished, the back 
wall of St. Bartholomew’s  was removed and the two churches were joined. 
When the side walls of the new building were complete, the remaining part 
of the old church was removed and the front facade and roof were finished. 
In 1888, twelve years after the church was started, it was dedicated to Our 
Lady Immaculate. The twin towers, which rise to a height of over 200 feet, 
were  not  completed  until  1926.  The  basilica  has  undergone  extensive 
restoration, both interior and exterior. Above the main entrance is a rose 
window  which  is  visible  from  many  points  throughout  the  city. 
Traditionally,  the entrance to the nave would be at  the west  end of the 
building and the chancel at the east, but orientation was altered for this site 
so the church would face the city.
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Exit the church property via the parking lot west of St. 
Agnes, and continue north along Dublin Street.

70-80 Dublin Street North

Built  in  1875-76  this  semi-detached 
stone house was described in the Guelph 
Herald at that time as follows;
“Constructed  for  Mr.  John  Murphy  of 
Mount  Tara,  the  house,  which  is  two 

storeys high, is separated into two dwellings by a partition in the centre and 
has all modern conveniences. It is large and commodious and besides the 
hall, upstairs and downstairs contains eight rooms on each side. The cost 
would be about $3,000.” In 1869 wages for masons were $2 per day and 
carpenters were paid $1.50.

Central Public School

All  that  remains  of  the  original  school  is  the  bell. 
Erected in 1876 on this site, the school was a striking 
stone  building  with  a  mansard  roof  and  a  45-ft 
octagonal  tower  terminating  in  a  12-ft,  wrought-iron 
finial  (shown  below).  It  had  16  classrooms  and  an 
assembly hall,  and handled students up to grade 8. It 

was  one  of  the  first  schools  in  Ontario  to  offer  physical  training.  This 
instruction under Sgt. Major Clark was offered on the third floor of the 
building, apparently causing the lights in the classroom below to flicker. 

The  school  underwent 
many changes  over  the 
years, but by the 1960s 
it  was  considered 
behind  the  times.  The 
belfry  was  removed  in 
1963  and  the  building 
demolished  in  1968  to 
be  replaced  with  the 
current structure.  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107 Dublin Street North

This  unique  private  home  is 
surrounded  by  the  remainder  of  the 
walls  of  an  1885  structure  that 
originally  housed  Guelph’s  first 
Salvation  Army  Citadel  (left  1944). 
The group’s  arrival  in  Guelph  was 
marked  by  a  parade  through  St. 
George’s  Square  downtown,  a  gun 
salute,  and  a  crowd  estimated  to 

number 1,000 people. After the Salvation Army moved to a larger location 
the Guelph Little Theatre took over the building in 1967. A fire in 1993 
damaged the building beyond repair. The current home was designed by 
architect Bill Birdsell as a model of low-impact housing. The interior is 
barrier free and the location was chosen for its access to public transit.

Cross Paisley Street at the stop light, then walk west 
along Paisley using the sidewalk on the north side.

47-49 Paisley Street - Thurso Villa

To your right,  hidden behind shrubbery 
on  the  north  side  of  the  street  is  an 
1865-70  Ontario  Cottage  that  once 
featured  a  central  courtyard.  Originally 
called  “Vinehurst,”  the  home  was  later  named 
“Thurso  Villa”  which  is  still  posted  above  the 
entrance.  The front  of  the building originally faced 
east  where a slate-covered conical  roof can still  be 
seen, but various additions to transform it to a multi-
unit  dwelling  have  masked  the  architecture.  The 
home was built for George Elliott, from the County of 
Kent, England, who was elected as Guelph’s fourth 
mayor in 1858.  He was a justice of the peace and 
also  built  the  Elliott  block  downtown  where  he 
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operated a thriving grocery business that 
he  moved from  Market  Square.  Elliott 
was  also  chairman of  the  committee  for 
Guelph’s  first  General  Hospital, 
established the Elliott Home for the Aged 
which  is  still  in  operation  on  Metcalfe 
Street  and  served  on  the  building 
committee  for  St.  George’s  Anglican 
Church.  The  Canadian  Biographical 
Dictionary (1880)  notes; “The poor find a 
warm friend in Mr. Elliott. and his equally 
benevolent wife and his sister who resides 
with  him.  His  residence  ‘Vinehurst’,  on 
the Paisley Street hill is one of the most 
sightly and pleasant homes in the young 
and beautiful city.”

52-54-56 Paisley Street

On the south side of the street is a building that now accommodates three 
residential  units.  This  limestone  building  was  constructed  in  1865 as  a 
watch-case  factory  for  R.  Crawford.  He  advertised  his  profession  as  a 
watch and clock maker, jeweller and dentist. He had a shop on St. George’s 
Square downtown. 
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 66 Paisley Street

Next door is an impressive Italianate house, built 
1865-70. You can see the typical paired windows 
with  arched  stone  lintels,  sills,  corner  stones 
(quoins) that extend from the house surface. An 
octagonal  wooden  bay  window  extends  with 
column supports called “colonettes” and a fretted 
balustrade (railing) on the small  balcony above 
the door. Notice the French window to the left of 
the  main  door  with  an  “arcaded 
canopy” (consisting of a series of arches) above 
it.  There is a two-storey stone bay on the west 
side  of  the  house  and  a  large  second-storey 
balcony. A coach house was located at the rear of 

the property.  Some time after 1882, #66 Paisley Street was occupied by 
William Tytler, a leader in the field of Education, after whom Tytler School 
was named. He  was born near Elora in 1842 and became headmaster of 
the Guelph Collegiate Institute which is  located farther west  on Paisley 
Street. An 1886 publication indicated: “Mr. Tytler, it can be said without 

exaggeration, stands in the front rank of 
the Canadian teaching profession. He is 
a  sound  scholar;  and  he  brings  both 
industry and enthusiasm into his work. 
When,  in  1875,  he assumed charge of 
the Guelph school, there were only 20 
pupils;  now there  are found  upon  roll 
not  less  than  180.”  At  left  is  a  1912 
postcard  showing  Tytler  Elementary 
School which at that time was known as 
St. Patrick’s Ward School. The school is 
located on Ontario Street and is still in 
operation.  It  is  featured  on  the  Ward 
One walking tour.
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63 Paisley Street

On the north side of the street is  a red 
brick Edwardian style home. This home 
was built  at  the turn of the century for 
E.A.  Macdonald,  a  Guelph  merchant. 
Macdonald’s  father  Evan  Macdonald 
immigrated  to  Guelph,  from  Scotland, 
with his parents when he was 15 years 
old.  The  city  was  mostly  brush  at  the 
time. He insisted on clearing Wyndham 

Street, and the family still possess pieces of furniture made from the cherry 
trees he removed. Brothers Donald E., Evan A. and William opened a dry 
goods store called D. E. Macdonald and Brothers located in what is now 
called the Macdonald Block of downtown Guelph. The business began in 
1889 and expanded over the years until it ceased business in the 1950s. E. 
A.’s son Evan was born in 1905 and spent most of his childhood in this 
house. He became a notable painter. His work is part of the collection at the 
Art Gallery of Guelph on the University of Guelph campus.

74 Paisley Street - Sunset

Back on the south side of the street is another 
stately Italianate home which was built in 1855, 
then  enlarged in  1862 and 1875.  Once  again, 
one  can  see  paired  windows  with  projecting 
arched  lintels  and  corner  quoins.  There  is  a 
wood-framed  bay  to  the  right  of  the  main 
entrance,  and  a  stone  vestibule  with  Tuscan 
columns  flanking  a  panelled  glass  door.  The 
house  was  built  for  lawyer  Walter  Cutten.  His  son, 
Arthur  Cutten  (shown  right),  became  a  multi-
millionaire grain dealer known as the “Chicago Wheat 
King”  and  a  major  Wall  Street  financial  figure.  He 
intended  to  “gift”  his  home  city  with  a  hotel, 
recreation park and golf course, but as a result of the 
1929 stock market crash, his Cutten Field project was 
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scaled back and taken over by private interests who later completed the 
club on the edge of the University of Guelph campus.

83 Paisley Street - Hadden Cottage

Back  on  the  north  side  of  the 
street,  Hadden  Cottage  is  hidden 
behind  dense  shrubbery.  This 
house  is  designated  under  the 
Ontario Heritage Act, and is one of 
the  finest  cottages  in  the  city.  It 
was  built  c.  1861  of  local 
limestone. It is of modest scale but 
has Italianate features such as the 
arched windows. The ornate porch 

is a later addition. The house was built for George Hadden of the Wyndham 
Street merchants G. & A. Hadden. It was rented to Walter Cutten, from 
1869 to 1875, and then was sold to Thomas J. Day, a Stationer. It stayed in 
the Day family from 1877 to 1920.

            88 Paisley Street

Built in 1924 this brick home is in 
the  Georgian  Revival  style,  a 
contrast  to  its  older  neighbours. 
Georgian architecture was popular 
from  1720  to  1830  and  had  a 
resurgence  in  the  late  nineteenth 
century. Identifying features of this 
style include a symmetrical design, 
and  a  cornice  embellished  with 
rectangular decorative mouldings known as dentilwork. The windows on 
the main floors are double-hung with 12 panes, and the roof dormers are 
reminiscent  of  servants’  quarters.  The  entrance  porch  has  cast  stone 
Corinthian columns.  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St. James the Apostle 
Anglican Church

On the south-west  corner  of  Paisley 
and  Glasgow sits  St.  James  Church 
(left 1918). It was built in the Gothic 
style  in  1891-92,  giving  a  home  to 
Guelph’s second Anglican parish after 
St. George’s. It was built from locally 
quarried  limestone.  At  the  time  the 
parish could not afford architect R. C. 
Windeyer’s original plan so what was 
to  be  the  north  transept  became the 
nave  and  the  south  transept  became 
the  chancel,  resulting  in  an 

unorthodox layout. The original roof slates came from Cornwall, England, 
and  when  the  roof  was  repaired  in  1990  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 
original slates were retained and mixed with new material from the same 
Cornish quarry. This sensitive restoration earned St. James a 1991 Guelph 
Arts Council Special Architectural Feature Heritage Award.

Turn right and proceed north on Glasgow Street, staying on the east sidewalk.

112 Glasgow Street North - Glen Cairn

This wooden 1.5-storey home was built 
c. 1870. It has a “gable roof” (slopes to 
the sides) and four-paned windows. The 
entrance  has  a  transom  window  with 
“Glen  Cairn”  written  on  it.  The 
verandah,  likely  added  in  1920,  has 
fluted  Corinthian  columns,  with  a 
panelled  frieze  and  denticulation 
(notched ornamentation) along the top.  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120 Glasgow Street North 
Trefiew Cottage

This  c. 1865 stone house is an example 
of  the  many  split-level  cottages  to  be 
found in  Guelph.  To  accommodate  the 
city’s hilly topography, these houses have 
both first and second storeys that open to 
ground  level.  Once  again  notice  the 
transom  window  above  the  front  door 
bearing the home’s name. The iron crest 
on the roof ridge and adjustable louvred 
shutters are unique features. The Tuscan 
style  front  porch  with  bracketed  eaves 
and turned balusters was added c. 1910.

Pause at the corner of 
Glasgow and Oxford Streets.

123 Glasgow Street North

This home was built c. 1865, but is more typical of 
Georgian houses in its symmetrical layout.  The front 
entrance  features  original  transom  and  sidelight 
windows and a more modern curved roof and lattice 
porch.  The  matching  curved  roof  dormers  are  also 
later additions. The south side of the house has a later 
main  floor  sunroom  with  porch  above.  The  stone 
coach  house  has  been  converted 
into a rental  unit.  The house was 
built for Henry Hatch, a land agent 
and  promoter  of  the  Guelph 
Junction  Railway.

Proceed east on Oxford Street
using the north sidewalk.  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83-85 Oxford Street

The  yellow  brick  semi-detached 
home at  #83-85 is  a  Queen Anne 
Revival  style  which  was  built  in 
1897.  It  has  elaborate  brick 
treatment  including  plinth,  head 
and  sill  band  courses.  There  is 
lattice strap work at the gables and 
double  end  chimneys  with  corbel 
and caps. Transom windows are in place above both doors. The sunrooms 
above the front entrances are later additions.

81 Oxford Street

This house is late Italianate in style and was 
built in 1875. It has an L-shape layout with 
an  octagon  stone  bay  window  with  iron 
cresting and narrow paired windows above. 
Notice  the  roof  brackets  and  the  roundel 
(small round window) in the gable.

 75 Oxford Street 

Built in 1868-72, this white-siding Italianate 
home  is  one  of  the  few  surviving  early 
frame homes in the city (left 1977). A small 
bay  window projects  from the  front, with 
windows that have the characteristic arched 
top.  Second-floor  windows  above  the  bay 

are  twinned.  An original  etched transom is 
above  the  front  door,  but  the  fretted 
“bargeboards” (decorative fascia along the roofline) are a 
later embellishment. For many years this house belonged 
to the Hamilton family. W. E. Hamilton (left) was the local 
MPP 1945-55 and mayor 1961-62. 
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  134 Dublin Street North

On  the  north-west  corner  of 
Oxford and Dublin Streets is a 
substantial  1872  limestone 
house  which  was  occupied  by 
Alex Bruce of the firm G. &  A. 
Bruce,  builders  and  carpentry 
contractors  for  many  of 
Guelph’s buildings. The original 
name  Rose  Bank  is  etched  in 

the front-door transom. Notice the Gothic window with key stones centred 
on the second storey and the symmetrical layout of main floor bays and 
upper  windows  with  stone  lintels.  The  verandah  has  been  rebuilt  with 
turned  balustrades,  dentil  fretwork  and  square  columns.  The  front  door 
retains  its  transom  and  sidelights.  From  1967  to  1994  a  former  U.S. 
Diplomat,  John  F.  Melby,  and  his  wife  Roxana  lived  here.  He  was 
considered a security risk during the McCarthy era as the result of his affair 
with author Lillian Hellman, a suspected member of the Communist Party. 
Melby became the first chair of the University of Guelph Political Studies 
Department.   

Continue east on Oxford Street.

39-41 Oxford Street

This stone, two-unit dwelling was 
built  in  1875.  Each  unit  has  a 
wooden  bay  window on  the  side 
with colonettes, brackets and dentil 
work. The gable roof has a centre 
“pedimented”  gable.  The  porch 
that  serves  to  cover  the  front 
entrance  was  rebuilt  with  slender 

Tuscan columns. The rectangular stone lintels are “hammer dressed” to add 
texture and there are transom windows above the front doors. The structure 
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was  built  for  George  Bruce,  brother  of  Alex  Bruce  mentioned  at  134 
Dublin. George lived in half of the house and the other half served as the 
company’s  office  and carpentry  shop.  George’s  son was  a  tinsmith  and 
served from 1855 in the 1st Volunteer Rifle Company of Guelph, holding 
the rank of captain in 1875.

31 Oxford Street

This Edwardian home was built in 1900 
with  hip  and  gable  style  roofs  (left 
1915).  The  front  windows  feature 
transoms with leaded stained glass,  the 
upper  ones  being  arched.  They  have 
rock-faced stone sills and arched lintels 
which  feature  a  keystone.  The  wrap-
around  verandah  has  clustered  Tuscan 
columns  with  turned  balustrades.  The 
entrance  door  features  “bolection-

moulded” panelling, which is an embellishment that extends out from the 
door’s surface.

22-26 Oxford Street

This home was built around 1860 for 
Hugh  Walker,  a  grocer  and  fruit 
merchant  who  later  became  an 
alderman. The two-storey home has 
a low-pitch gable roof and is in the 
Italianate  style  with  a  dominant 
centre  gable.  The  stonework  is 
elaborate  including  bracketed  stone 

sills and projecting architraves with curved pediment heads and a carved 
cornice. Notice the  classic twinned, round-head windows. The bevelled 
corner quoins also project and the roof has bracketing. The front entrance 
has double panel doors with bolection-moulding. From 1877 to 1900  the 
house served as the manse for St. Andrew’s Church and Reverend James 
Smith lived here with his daughter, Effie, a well-known Guelph painter.  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21 Oxford Street - Bellevue Villa (Bell House)

This house was designed by Victor Stewart, the architect of downtown’s 
Wellington Hotel (the triangular building at Wyndham and Eramosa) in an 
Italianate, Tuscan Villa, style (above 1977). It was built for William Bell 
(above),  originally  of  Dumfries  Scotland,  owner  of  the  Bell  Piano  and 
Organ Company on Carden Street. Bell was killed on September 26, 1912, 
when  he was hit by the Grand Trunk Railway Train. The house is yellow 
brick on a stone foundation,  built  in 1868.  The dominant feature is  the 
three-storey tower, with twinned windows with arched keystone lintels on 
the top level. The wide eaves have decorative brackets, and a wooden bay 
with dentil work projects from the front wall. You’ll 
see  bolection-moulded  lower panels  on  the  front 
French doors and fretted frieze work along the front 
porch. The sunroom on the east side of the house is 
a  later  addition.  The  cast  iron  feature  beside  the 
driveway  is  an  historic  mounting  block  used  for 
horse  back  travel.  The  house  later  became  the 
residence  of  R.  W.  Gladstone,  who  served  as 
Guelph’s  MP  from  1935  to  1945  and  then  was 
appointed to the Senate in 1949.
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15 Oxford Street 
Perry-Scroggie House

The  stone  Regency  Ontario 
cottage  was  built  in  1854-62.  
“Regency”  refers  to  British 
buildings  of  the  early 
nineteenth  century  when 

George  IV was  Prince  Regent 
and  later  structures  in  the  same  style  (above  1968).  Notice  the  double 
windows  on  each  side  with  shutters  and  the  iron  cresting  on  the  roof 
transom and sidelights on the front door and “paling fence” (fence made of 
pointed sticks). The house was built for James Perry, but later became the 
home of David Scroggie, alderman and city treasurer. Scroggie’s daughter 
was one of the leading Guelph artists at the turn of the century and was the 
art  teacher  at  the Central  School.  The careful  restoration and landscape 
enhancement by later owners were recognized by a Guelph Arts Council 
Bronze  Plaque Heritage Award in 1980.

16 Oxford Street

Built  in  1871,  this  brick 
Italianate  has  a  symmetrical 
lower  floor  with  two projecting 
bay  windows  and  an  entrance 
vestibule.  The  west  side  of  the 
house has a “parapet” gable end 
which  extends  above  the 
roofline.  This  house  was 
relocated from Nelson Crescent 
in  1912  at  which  time  the 

verandah was added in a Tuscan style with a heavily denticulated frieze.  
For 90 years it was the home of George Williams, a prominent Wyndham 
Street  merchant.  Williams  received  the  first  motor  vehicle  licence  in 
Guelph, #121, for his four-passenger Cadillac runabout.
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       122 Norfolk - Richmond House

On  Oxford  street  you  will  notice  an 
accessory  building  belonging  to  the 
house  on  the  north-west  corner.  The 
1.5-storey garage was built in 1900. A 
denticulated curved hood and brackets 
attaching to bargeboard above the semi-
eliptical  garage  door  opening.   This 
house is classified as Neo-Classic with 
an Italianate addition on the north side. 
The Tuscan entrance porch was built in 
1910.

123 Norfolk - Lornewood

Across Norfolk Street from #122 is a 
home built by sewing machine magnate 
Charles Raymond, for his daughter 
Emma and her husband John Crowe, of 
Crowe’s Iron Works, which is seen later 

on this route. When the Crowes moved 
to a newer house farther north on Woolwich, Raymond took over this 
house, and, with C. J. Soule as architect, added a wing, the octagonal bays, 
the centre cupola, verandahs and a back apartment. The home is well 
situated to supervise the activities at his factory on Yarmouth Street. More 
details on Lornewood on the 
Exhibition Park route, and the 
Raymond S ew ing M ach ine 
Factory is on the Downtown route. 

Turn right on Norfolk Street and 
walk south towards the Paisley intersection. 

Notice the home on the 
east side of the street.
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111-115 Norfolk Street 

On the east side of Norfolk 
you will see another 
Queen Anne Revival style 
duplex. This 2.5-storey red 
brick home was built in 
1 8 9 6 . N o t i c e t h e 
“eyebrow” woodwork at 
the roofline above each 
b a y. T h e p o r c h a n d 
ba lcony ra i l ing have 
ornamental spool work. 

1 Quebec Street 

The commercial building on the south-east corner of the intersection was 
built in 1853. It is made of stone in a late Italianate style. Notice the 
rounded corner, an architectural feature that continues on corner buildings 
throughout the downtown core. This building has a twin-flued chimney and 
parapet end walls as firebreaks. The windows are framed with ornate 
stonework and the cornice is denticulated with bracketing. 

Proceed south along Norfolk  
on the west sidewalk. 
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80-84 Norfolk Street   

Crowe Foundry 

On the west side of the street is 
a stone building that was once 
the site of Crowe’s Iron Works, 
owned by John  Crowe, who 
was the f irs t resident of 
Lornewood at 123 Norfolk. The 
stone arch on the  right side of the 
building was originally a carriageway. 
(top right Crowe employees 1915) 

Norfolk United Church 

Originally there was a frame chapel at 
the north-east corner of Norfolk and 
Cork Streets. It served a congregation 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of 
Canada, with Samuel Fear as its first 
minister. In 1855, under the leadership 
of Reverend Lewis Warner, the 
cornerstone for the present structure 
was laid and in 1856 the church was 
dedicated. The church was initially 
built in a low-key Italianate style to 
the design of M. Hutchinson Clark, a 
builder/architect from Hamilton. 
Twenty years later, with John Hall Jr. as architect, extensive alterations 
were made which “Gothicized” the building and gave it a more imposing 
appearance (above 1906). The tower was built 24 ft high, with a crenellated 
cornice (meaning niches like a castle battlement) and pinnacle at each 
corner. An extension was built to the back of the church and 
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embellishments were added to the window 
openings. Lester Pearson’s father was minister  
here from 1917 to 1921. The famous operatic 
tenor Edward Johnson began his musical career 
here as a young boy. He sang for 50 cents a week. 
Johnson had a successful international operatic 
career and became manager of the Metropolitan 
Opera Company in New York. There is a Guelph 
elementary school named for him. 
 

The Albion Hotel 

At the corner of Norfolk and 
Macdonell Streets, this public 
house has been operating 
since 1856 (right 1917). The 
first structure on this site, in 
1856, was a two-storey frame 
inn known as Stell’s Tavern, 
and later Murphy’s House. 
T h e c u r r e n t l i m e s t o n e 
structure used materials from 
local quarries and is supported by 18” timbers. By 1867 the building was 
listed as the Albion Hotel and the Murphy family were the owner-
proprietors until 1882. Mrs. Mary P. Thompson bought the hotel in 1921 
and ran it for almost 50 years. “She had fine linen on the tables and the 
waiters wore white gloves.” Until the 1950s women were not allowed in 
the corner bar, but were permitted in the room for women and escorts. In 
the early days, spring water was piped down from Catholic Hill across the 
street, to make the tavern’s beer. The hotels stables on Macdonell Street 
were destroyed by fire in 1871. The patrons were mainly farmers in town 
for the weekly market at City Hall. The building has been fully renovated 
and still operates as a restaurant/bar. 
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Macdonell Street Intersection 

As you continue along the west side of Norfolk Street you will pass by the 
foot of the steps leading up to the Basilica of Our Lady Immaculate. From 
this angle you can see that the positioning of the church places it as the 
pinnacle of Macdonell Street which leads to Guelph’s business district 
(above 1960). 

Continue south on Norfolk. Part way down the hill proceed up the ramp on the right  
towards a pedestrian overpass. Exit the ramp and proceed (left) south towards the railway tracks. 

Then turn right onto Kent Street and continue west along the railway tracks.  
From this vantage point you can see City Hall and farther along the Armoury,  

both of which are on the “Where Guelph Began” route. 

9-11 Kent Street 

After you turn west on Kent Street, on the 
north side you will see a semi-detached 
stone dwelling that was built in 1856. The 
facade is dressed stone and is typical of 
the solid construction of the early 
Victorian era. Noteworthy are the 
projecting stone frames on the windows. 
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17 Kent Street 

Built of yellow brick in 1892-93, 
almost forty years after its stone 
neighbours, #17 is a splendid 
example of Queen Anne Revival. 
This style became popular in 
Guelph at a time when social and 
financial status was ostentatiously 
displayed in family dwellings. The 
house was built for James Hough Jr., who played with Guelph’s Maple 
Leaf baseball team when they won the Canadian championship in 1894. 
Notice the series of stained glass windows which encircle the tower with 
the conical roof on the right, each panel depicting a different Canadian 
bird.  This space is called 
a clerestory, which is a 
room that has windows 
well above eye level. The 
roof has been restored 
with cedar shingles and 
the ornate fish-scale 
shingles on the gable 
ends are authentic. The 
front door has transom 
and sidelight windows. 
This is said to be the first 
house in Guelph fitted for 
electricity. 

Turn left on to Dublin Street and proceed south. 
NOTE: If you wish to cut this tour short by approximately 1 km, turn right  

and skip to the final page #40 Northumberland. 
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6 Dublin Street South

The stone building at #6 was built 
c.  1850  on  this  lot,  owned  by 
Robert  Day.  It  has  served  as  a 
store,  school,  a  Knights  of 
Columbus  Hall  (left  1962)  and 
professional offices. From 1897 to 
1915  Mrs.  Black  operated  a 
boarding  house  here.  In  1921  it 
was  purchased  by  the  Canadian 
Legion. From 1931 to 1977 it was 

owned by the Knights of Columbus, and in 1977 it became the location of 
the Guelph Civic Museum. Currently it serves as Boarding House Arts, a 
local company that provides studio, office, gallery and programming space.

Cross Wellington Street at the lights 
and continue south on Dublin Street.

19 Dublin Street South

The square-cut limestone cottage on the 
west side of the street is representative 
of the modern Regency housing built in 
the  1860s.  Although  a  sawmill  was 
established in Guelph’s first year, local limestone was easily quarried for 
both stone and plaster. Clay for brick-making was not used until a railway 
brought materials from Milton in the 1850s. During Guelph’s first ten years 
there  was  an  immediate  housing  demand  so  architectural  merit  was 
sacrificed for expedience.  This particular home has an unusual addition of 
windows above and on either  side of  the front  door.  Notice the angled 
keystone above the door. In 1847 this cottage was the home of John T. 
Cunningham, said to be a Pettifogger. That was a legal practitioner who 
handled petty cases and was known for disreputable practices.

Continue south on Dublin then turn west on Essex Street.
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59-61 Essex Street

This two-unit dwelling on the 
north  side  of  the  street  was 
built  in the early 1850s. The 
dormer may have been a later 
addition  but  the  parapet  end 
walls  which  extend  beyond 
the  roofline  were  original 
features  to  serve as  firewalls 
for row housing.

83 Essex Street

This  structure  was  built  to 
serve the Black congregation 
of  the  British  Methodist 
Episcopal  (BME)  Church 
which organized in Guelph in 
1870.  In  1793,  Lieutenant 
Governor  John  Graves 
Simcoe, regarding slavery as 
anti-Christian,  ensured  the 
passage of an Act to prevent 
the continuance of slavery and 
limit contracts for servitude within Upper Canada. It abolished the lifelong 
enslavement of children of slaves, and prevented further slaves from being 
brought  into  the  colony.  The  first  BME  structure  was  a  wood  frame 
building, but in 1880-81 it was upgraded to this Gothic stone chapel with 
arched windows, door and gable vent. It was built by fugitive slaves who 
escaped to Canada via the underground railway. The BME congregation 
worshiped here until 1975, then re-established a congregation from 1994 to 
2009.  It  has operated as the home for Guelph’s Black Heritage Society 
(GBHS) since 2012.    
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86 Essex Street  & 96 Essex Street

As you continue along Essex Street you 
will see two more notable homes on the 
south  side.  The  stone  cottage  #86  is 
another  of  the  classic  housing  stock 
made from cut limestone blocks with cut 
stone  sills  and  keystones  above  the 
windows. The entrance canopy is a later 
addition.  The  house  at  #96  was 
originally a cider mill that was powered 
by a windmill on the roof. At the back of 
the property the remains of a quarry are 
located, just  one of several that served 
the area. These quarries provided stone 
for  St.  James  Anglican  Church,  which 
was earlier on this route.

47 Glasgow Street South

When  you  reach  Glasgow  Street,  see 
#47 at the corner. Notice that the stone 
used  here  is  not  cut  in  regular 
rectangles.  The  windows  have  both 
stone sills and lintels (above) instead of 
keystones. Fretted fascia adorns the roof 
line.

Turn north on Glasgow and proceed north to the intersection.

Waterloo Avenue

Guelph’s  founder,  John Galt  intended Waterloo Avenue to  be  the  city’s 
ceremonial entrance. It was designed as a wide avenue which originally 
passed through a forest and led directly to Market Square, the city’s centre. 

Proceed walking east on the south side of Waterloo Avenue.
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60 & 64 Waterloo Avenue

These  twin  stone  cottages  were  built  c.  1865.  They  feature  working 
shutters, stone sills and lintels. Notice that the stones are “tool margined” 
or bevelled at the edges and mortar is used to accentuate the seams. The 
“quoins” or corner stones are flush to the house surface. The Neo-Georgian 
door casings are a later addition.

35 Waterloo Avenue - The Gables

The Gables is a red brick house on the north side of the street. This 1890s’ 
Queen  Anne  Revival  home  is  another  example  of  the  conspicuous 
consumerism of that age (right 
1978).  It  features  dormers,  a 
hip and gable roof and a two-
storey projecting bay.  Fretted 
brackets  adorn  the  roof  line 
and  the  windows  have 
rusticated (tool textured) stone 
sills  and  arched  lintels.  A 
stained glass transom window 
sits  above the front door and 
the  verandah  wraps  around. 
Note the coach house behind.
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25 Waterloo Avenue - Beaver Hall

The L-shaped plan, bracketed eaves and arched stone “architraves” over 
the windows and entrance are typical  of  the late Italianate style (above 
1978). Notice that these arched lintels also serve as “hood moulds” in that 
they project from the home’s surface to deflect water from the windows 
which are arranged in pairs. This gracious home was built in 1862-64 for 
Dr. Thomas S. Parker. Dr. Parker, Guelph’s mayor in 1861, was a popular 
physician who met his tragic death walking home in a thunderstorm after 
attending to a patient in Rockwood. Notable pharmacist A. B. Petrie was 
the home’s next occupant. Petrie is remembered for 
the  1882  building  bearing  his  name  on  Wyndham 
Street downtown. It has a galvanized iron facade that 
features a pharmacist’s mortar and pestle on the top. 
Beaver Hall’s final residential occupants were Major 
Douglas Mitchell (shown right) and his wife Helen 
who was the granddaughter of John Galt. Since then 
it has served as a funeral home and a variety of other 
commercial purposes. The twin chimney stacks and 
circular side porch with columns were added c. 1900.

Proceed north on Dublin Street using the right hand sidewalk.
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40 Northumberland Street - Guelph Elastic Hosiery Company

Built in 1911, this flat-roofed, red brick structure served as a factory for the 
manufacture of textile products until  1988. It  was built  for the Colonial 
Whitewear Company, which employed 150 people. They were the leading 
manufacturer of exclusive women’s afternoon frocks, sports costumes and 
later  maternity  wear  named  “Blessed  Event.”  In  1960  this  became  the 
home of the Guelph Hosiery Company which later changed its name to 
Protexion Products, making flotation clothing and 
athletic supports.
At the building’s peak notice the roundel windows 
which are each surrounded by four cast keystones. 
In  the  late  1980s  it  was  developed  into  loft 
condos, taking care to leave the heritage exterior 
unaltered while  upgrading the interior spaces into 
modern  living  units.  In  1991  the  Guelph  Arts 
Council  awarded   the  developer  an  Honourable 
Mention Heritage Award.

As you continue north on the east side of Dublin Street you will see 
a set of stairs on your right which will lead you back to the top of 

Catholic Hill. If you prefer to avoid stairs you can walk to the crest 
of the hill and turn right at the corner of Cork Street.
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