
Where Guelph Began Walking Tour

Original text by Gordon Couling
Digital revision by Guelph Arts Council (2016)

Some photos courtesy of Guelph Museums
Route and Waterloo intersection maps by Andy McLennan

Begin this tour at Guelph City Hall/Market Square
on the corner of Wilson and Carden Streets.
There is free public parking on these streets

or in the paid parking lot on Wilson.

This route is approximately 2.5 km and takes about 1.5 hours.

Drawing of the Old City Hall by Gordon Couling  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REPLACE MAP
Begin in front of the new City Hall looking west to Wilson Street.

Stay on the south side of Carden Street as you proceed.
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Market Square  - Wilson Street
As you stand facing 
Wilson  Street,  you 
will  see  the  city’s 
oldest  commercial 
buildings  which 
remain  as  active 
c o m m e r c i a l 
properties.  Notice 
that now you can see 
the  twin  towers  of 

the  Basilica  of  Our 
Lady Immaculate. In the photo above you can see the single central spire of 
St.  Bartholomew’s,  a  stone  church  built  in  1846  and  replaced  by  the 
Church of Our Lady (now Basilica) starting in 1863. 
Dominating  this  row is  a  pair  of  three-storey 
stone  structures,  #20  &  22,  with  facades  of 
finely dressed ashlar limestone and carved stone 
cornice  mouldings.  The  structure  at  #20  was 
built in 1847 and served as residence and place 
of  business  for  John  Smith,  a  stationer  and 
printer.  He  published  the  town’s  first 
newspaper, The Guelph Advertiser. In 1977, the 
University Women’s Club of Guelph erected a 
plaque to honour John Smith  (see right),  who 
was also Guelph’s first mayor in 1856.
During  much  of  its  existence,  #20  housed  a 
grocery store. In the late nineteenth century it 
was operated by M. J. Doran, and after 1923 it was a fruit market for forty 
years operated by the Campagnaro family. The unit next door, #22 Wilson, 
was built in 1849 as the home of Guelph’s second mayor, George Sunley, 
who died in 1857,  early in  his  term of  office.  The building’s  three-bay 
structure  matches  its  neighbour.  Apparently  the  same  masons  were 
employed. To the right (north) of these buildings is #24-26 Wilson, one of 
the earliest brick buildings in the community, a two-storey with a second-
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level veranda.  It was built in 1832-34 for William Sunley, a tinsmith from 
Yorkshire,  England,  and the father of Mayor George Sunley.  The hand-
formed red clay bricks were laid in a Flemish bond pattern and can be seen 
best  from  the  “old  close,”  a  narrow  passage  on  the  north  side  of  the 
structure. Flemish bond uses alternating sides and ends of brick to form a 
pleasing pattern and requires skill to execute.

Winter Fair Building

The top photo shows the original 
wooden  sheds  that  served  the 
market  square  area.  The  large 
building  with  the  tower  in  the 
background  is  the  original  City 
Hall which still stands at the east 
end of this block (1896). 
In the middle photo you can see 
the  site’s   first  building  (1910), 
with the original City Hall in the 
background on the left. The stone 
facade  that  is  now  part  of 
Guelph’s new City Hall or Civic 
Administration  Centre  was  the 
original  winter  fair  structure 
shown  in  the  second  image. 
There was still a large open space 
in  front  of  the  building  for  the 
farmers’ market and fair grounds.
The  bottom  photo  is  a  1915 
image  of  an  expanded  building 
showing  that  the  open  area  for 
horse and cattle shows has been 
covered by the structure right to 
Carden Street.  Notice the highly 
ornate facade and roof line. 
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In  1963,  the  towers  were  removed 
and  a  more  utilitarian  flat  roof  was 
placed on the market  building.  This 
new structure (shown left 1960) also 
covered the property right to Carden 
Street  and  was  used  for  market 
activities.  The  next  revision  of  the 
structure  was  Guelph  Memorial 
Gardens, an ice arena that was home 
to  the  Junior  A  hockey  franchise 
(photo left 1971). It was demolished 
in 2005, but the original stone facade 
from the first winter fair building was 
discovered  still  intact,  and  was 

restored  and  reused  for  the  current  City  Hall.  The  original  City  Hall 
became a court house (see later on this tour).

6-16 Carden Street

Across  from  the  new  City 
Hall is #6-16 Carden Street, 
which was originally built of 
stone in about 1862. It  is a 
three-storey,  four-sectioned 
block that had to be rebuilt 
in 1875 after a serious fire. 
The three western units (left 
1961)  were  rebuilt  in  pale 
yellow brick, while the final 
eastern  section  was  faced 
with  “imported”  red 

sandstone. The original stone walls are visible at the sides and rear. The 
1875 contractor was F. J. Chubb, of Guelph. At that time the building was 
owned by Mrs. Mary Anne Rowe, who had a grocery store at #16.
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24 Carden Street

This  narrow,  two-storey,  yellow  brick 
structure is the remaining western half of 
a  building  erected  around  1880  (top 
photo).  The  decorative  shape  of  the 
dressed stone lintels above the windows 
is  characteristic  of  the  forms  used  in 
many  masonry  buildings  at  that  time. 
Decorative panelling and a denticulated 
cornice  give  an  ornamented,  three-
dimensional look to the facade.

46-48-50 Carden Street

This  site  was  originally  a  three-storey 
building in 1860. It was known over the 
years  as  Pratt’s  Hotel,  Mitchell’s, 
Hough’s,  Doran’s  Hotel  and  The 
Queen’s  Hotel  (photo  middle  right  
1908).   In 1889 John Doran advertised 
“40  bedrooms;  terms  $1.00  per  day.” 
About 1905, a fourth floor was added; its 
mansard roof (front sloping bottom right 
1975) was faced with patterned slate and 
enriched with decorative dormer windows. In an effort to restore the beauty 
of the structure, the dressed limestone facade was cleaned in the 1970s. 
Stables for the hotel were originally located at the rear of the building at 
what is now 45-47 Macdonell Street. In 1879, fire damaged the building.

John Galt 

The bronze  bust  of  Guelph’s  founder,  in  front  of  the 
original City Hall, was created by John Miecznikowski 
and  was  erected  in  1979  to  mark  the  bicentennial  of 
Galt’s birth and the centennial of Guelph’s incorporation 
as a city. More on him at a later location on this tour. 
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Original City Hall
Provincial Court Building

At  the  corner  of  Carden  and 
Wyndham Streets, on the south side 
of  the  square,  is  Guelph’s  Town 
Hall/Market  House,  the  first  City 
Hall.  Built  in  1856,  it  is  one  of 
Ontario’s  finer  examples  of  mid-

nineteenth century Renaissance Revival architecture.  A 
commemorative plaque acknowledges the significance of 
the building,  and architect  William Thomas.  In 1991 it 
was  acknowledged  as  a  Canadian  Historic  Site.  The 
contractors,  Morrison  and  Emslie,  utilized  dolomitic 
limestone from Guelph quarries.  
The  building  remains  as  a  notable  example  of  highly 
skilled local stone-cutters and masons. Matthew Bell, of 

Guelph, had the contract for the carving of the unique details of the facade. 
He was responsible for the bull head as keystone above the central west 
window which represented the farmers’ market; the other two carved stone 
heads are likely the work of William Thomas. Above the main door is the 
face of  Zeus (shown above)  to  represent  the power of  the government. 
Above the east window is Neptune as reference to the water used by the 
fire department.   In 1875 the building was enlarged with a wing to the 
south-west which included a concert hall 
on the second floor and market space on 
the lower level. The original building had 
a  one-storey  clock  tower  that  was 
enlarged to three storeys in 1869. It was 
was  removed  in  1961.  When  the  new 
City Hall  opened in 2009,  this  building 
became  the  Ontario  Court  of  Justice  - 
Provincial Offences.

In 1860 a separate annex building was added behind the city hall, which 
served as a fire hall until  the end of the nineteenth century.  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2 Wyndham Street
King Edward Hotel

On the north-west  corner  of  Carden 
and  Wyndham  Streets  is  a  building 
constructed by William Day in 1860. 
The  King  Edward  Hotel  was 
originally  a  three-storey  red  brick 
business  block  (top   1874,  below 
1910). It was the largest structure in 
town  at  that  time  and  extended  to 
Macdonell  Street.  Previously,  in 
1830, this corner was the site of Mrs. 
Mimmack’s  little  frame-built  shop, 
the  town’s  second  candy  store.  In 
1855, that building was destroyed by 
flames which spread from a bonfire in 
Market  Square  where  citizens  were 
celebrating  the  Fall  of  Sebastopol 
(the  Crimean  War).  Town  Council 
had  subsidized  the  bonfire  with  a 
twenty-dollar grant. During the latter 
half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  this 
building  was  referred  to  as  Day’s 

Brick Block. There was also Day’s Stone Block which had been build ten 
years earlier; you will see it later in the tour. From 1861 to 1867 the top 
floor of the Brick Block, with prominent skylights, provided space for the 
second location of The Guelph Mercury newspaper.  Part of the building 
also housed a hotel known as The Dominion Saloon, Anderson’s Hotel and 
The European Restaurant. About 1901, when the whole building became a 
hotel, a fourth floor, with corner cupola, was added as shown in the photo 
above. From 1886 to 1905 this hotel was owned and operated by James 
Johnson, father of Edward Johnson, Guelph’s famous operatic tenor. Over 
the years, the Carden-Wyndham corner has been remodelled several times, 
including the removal of the cupola.

Before crossing Wyndham Street note the building on the north-east corner.  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1 Wyndham Street

On the north-east corner of Wyndham at 
Carden is a three-storey stone structure 
built  1860-68.  The  building  originally 
filled  the  block  from  Carden  to 
Macdonell,  and  this  southern  half  was 
added  in  1867.  It  was  once  called  the 
Macdonald Block because from 1902 to 

1933  it  housed  the  large  department  store  owned  by  D.E.  Macdonald 
Brothers. It is a dressed ashlar limestone construction with exterior details  
matching the northern section that was destroyed by fire in August 1970. A 
particularly  distinctive  feature  is  the  rounded  corner.  Guelph’s  early 
builders had a particular concern for creating a unique townscape, and you 
will see a number of downtown buildings with distinctive corners. 

Cross Wyndham Street at the lights 
and remain on the south side of the street.

I.O.D.E. Cross Of Sacrifice

The  granite  cross  beside  the 
railway station commemorates the 
lives lost in World War I. This was 
the first  War Memorial erected in 
Guelph.  It  was dedicated in 1925 
by the Victoria-Guelph and Frederick Bond chapters of the Imperial Order 
of the Daughters of the Empire (I.O.D.E), which is a women's charitable 
organization  that  provides  scholarships,  as  well  as  pursuing  other 
philanthropic projects. The site was donated by the Grand Trunk Railway 
(photo above 1925).

Market House

The focal point for  the original square was the Market House which was 
situated just north of the Cross of Sacrifice. The first building, completed in 
1827, served as a centre for municipal activities until the City Hall was 
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built in 1856. The pioneer frame structure was built under the supervision 
of John Galt and was completed in time for the festive celebration of King 
George IV’s birthday in mid-August 1827. It was the first public building 
in the new settlement and had a wide spreading roof that provided shelter 
for families before their log shanties were completed.  It housed the town’s 
market and served as a meeting place for civic business. The timber-framed 
building survived relocation to West Market Square in 1888-89, where it 
was used as a shelter for the Farmers’ Wood market. It was relocated again 
in 1909-10 to #70-78 Surrey Street East, which is south of Market Square. 
At that location it housed a blacksmith shop. Subsequently it was bricked 
over and became a five-unit row house, but was finally demolished in the 
spring of 1974. In 1997 some of the surviving timbers from the Market 
House were used to construct benches in Heritage Park, which is later on 
this route.

On the far side of the railways tracks you’ll see the castle-like facade of
the armoury which you will pass later on the route.
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Guelph Railway Station

Formerly known as the Canadian National Railway station, and now part of 
Guelph’s central transit hub, this depot is built of beige yellow brick and  
grey granite.  The current station was built  1910-11 by the Grand Trunk 
Railway. It replaced the original station of stone construction which was 
built  in  1855-56 further  east,  on  what  is  now Macdonell  Street,  facing 
Priory Square. The current location was land appropriated from part of the 
original  Market  Square.  When  the  new  station  opened,  the  station’s 
campanile  tower  (bell  tower)  and  arcaded  porte-cochere  (a  covered 
entrance  large  enough  to  fit  a  carriage)  were  similar  to  stations  in 
Brantford, Ontario, and Lansing, Michigan. 

In 1910-11 the railway tracks were raised to allow street traffic to pass 
below them rather than at a level crossing.  Below is a photo of the original 
stone railway station from 1908. The bell tower of the original City Hall 
can be seen in the distance, and the Bell Piano and Organ Factory (later on 
this route) is the imposing building right behind the station.

Proceed east along the south side of Carden Street.

Market Square �11



72-74 Carden Street

Facing the train station across Carden Street is a three-storey stone block  
which was built in 1862-65 of local limestone for the Ontario Bank. Notice 
the fine stone masonry of the upper floors and the details of the cornice of 
the facade. The fan-shaped, semi-circular louvres of wood, which ornament 
the transoms at the head of the second-floor windows, are examples of the 
quality craftsmanship that has survived. In 1975, the interior was seriously 
damaged by fire, but the exterior remains in the original form.  The Ontario 
Bank occupied the building until 1875. In the 1890s, it housed the printing, 
engraving and book-binding business of James Hough Jr.  After 1900, it 
was often referred to as the Willoughby Block. It housed the Provincial 
Liquor Store and later a branch of the Province of Ontario Bank. The two-
storey extension to the east was built about 1930 with masonry similar to 
that of the original building. 

84-96 Carden Street 
The Bell Piano and Organ Company

A  massive  four-storey  stone  block, 
extending east from 72-74 Carden, was 
built  in  1867 as  a  factory for  the Bell 
Piano and Organ Factory. The company 
actually  began  operations  on  the  same 
site  three  years  earlier.  By  1880,  the 
company was advertising itself as “the largest and oldest organ factory in 
the British Empire.” Its pianos, melodeons (shown right), reed  and pipe 
organs were shipped all over the world. Production reached 600 organs and 
200 pianos per  month by over  200 employees.    About  1929,  with the 
popularity of radio as home entertainment, the business closed.
Following a major fire in 1952, the interior of the western portion of the 
building was reconstructed as apartments,  with ground floor shops.  The 
eastern half of the structure, with blocked-in windows, was rebuilt as the 
Royal Theatre, in 1934, and since 1959 has housed a wide range of retail 
merchants. In 1976, the Carden Street facade was refurbished and stone 
masonry cleaned.
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106 Carden Street - Former Royal Hotel

As you see below the street’s stone facade was continued further east along 
Carden  Street  with  the  building  of  a  three-storey  hotel  structure.  The 
present building has been in continuous service as a hotel since 1856 and is 
the city’s oldest operating business. In 1828, Thomas and Patrick Keating 
built their British Coffee House slightly to the east, while to the west, in 
1830, Robert Elder and John Linderman operated a hotel known as Suffolk 
House. When the Royal Hotel was built in 1856, it incorporated walls of a 
prior structure called The British Hotel from 1845.  In 1862 the structure 
doubled in size with an extension to the east, and in 1961 it was extended 
north through to Macdonell Street. During the 1850s the business operated 
as Thorp’s and as Harwood’s. During the 1860s it was known as the Anglo-
American Hotel then in 1870 it was named The Royal Hotel (photo below 
1940). For forty years, in the late 1960s it was owned and operated by the 
Fischer family. 

Pause at the parking lot at the end of this block.
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This  parking  lot  beside 
the  hotel  was  once  the 
site  of  the  magnificent 
building  (shown  left) 
built  in  1881  as  the 
second  factory  of  the 
Bell  Piano  and  Organ 
Company.  From  the 
1930s  to  1975,  this 
building housed the Col. 
John McCrae Branch 234 
of  the  Canadian Legion.  

In 1977, following a series of fires, the building was demolished.

The Original Market Square

From the section of the railway platform directly opposite the hotel, it is 
possible  to  look  west  and  visualize  John  Galt’s  concept  of  the  Market 
Square, which was actually triangular in form. The railway tracks now cut 
through the middle of his design, dividing it into two portions with Carden 
Street on the north and Farquhar Street on the south.

Use the pedestrian 
crossing that serves the 
transit hub and cross to 

the north side of 
Macdonell Street to the 
small park on the right 

(east) of the 
Co-operators Building.
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Priory Square and The 
Blacksmith Fountain

A fountain with the bronze figure 
of a blacksmith was given to the 
city in 1884 by J. B. Armstrong 
whose large carriage factory was 
located on Macdonell Street west 
of  the  present  Co-operators 
Building. Originally the fountain 
was located in  the centre  of  St. 
George’s Square (top 1921), but 
to accommodate streetcar service 
the  monument  and  the  fountain 
were  moved  in  1922  to  Priory 
Square at  the end of  Macdonell 
Street (left 1960). The opening of 
what was then the Eaton Centre 
(now  Old  Quebec  Street 
Shoppes) in 1984 resulted in the 

creation of Priory Park around the Blacksmith Fountain.

Walk east on Macdonell Street and cross Woolwich at the 
intersection to John Galt Park on the north-east corner.

The Priory Site and John Galt Park

The large log building,  shown right, 
was  constructed  in  1827-28  as  a 
residence  for  John  Galt  and  his 
family.  It  was  later  used  as  a 
caravansary (an inn for travellers) as 
well  as  the  headquarters  for  the 
Canada  Company.  The  house  was 
located beside the Speed River on the north side of Macdonell Street. Its 
original  site  is  now  partly  covered  by  the  Macdonell/Woolwich 
intersection. The railway line, running parallel to the river bank, is that of 
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the  Guelph  Junction  Railway  which  is  owned  by  the  City  of  Guelph. 
Constructed in  1887-88,  the  sixteen miles  of  track run from Guelph to 
Guelph Junction (near  Campbellville).  The elm-log Priory,  after  serving 
some sixty years as a residence, was adapted for use as a railway station (as 
shown  in  previous  photo).  It 
served  this  purpose  between 
1887  and  1911.  In  1926,  one 
year before the celebration of the 
city’s  centennial,  the  historic 
structure  was  dismantled.  Two 
scale  models  of  the  building 
survive:  one  outdoors  at 
Riverside Park (shown right) and 
the other in the Civic Museum.

John Galt Park

There  are  several  significant  items  in  John  Galt  Park.  The  River  Run 
Centre  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  City  of  Guelph,  offering  two 
performance venues and event facilities. This location was selected for a 
performance venue because of the picturesque view of the Speed River. 
Take a moment to step onto the platform  behind the facility to enjoy a 
view of the river and the heritage homes along it. Local historian, Gloria 
Dent,  said that:  “As a novelist,  dramatist  and poet,  Galt  gave Guelph a 
cultural outlook from the beginning. He dwelt not only on the necessities 
of life, but on the elements that 
nourish and enrich the mind and 
heart.  For  over  180  years  the 
people of Guelph have acted on 
his principles and continue to do 
so.”  Construction  of  the  River 
Run Centre began in 1995 after a 
fire  destroyed  the  building 
previously  situated  on  the  site 
(see next entry) and the facility 
opened in 1997.  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Speed Skating Rink

In 1882, the citizens of Guelph built the 
Speed Skating Rink (top 1950) on the 
bank  of  the  Speed  River  where  the 
River  Run  Centre  now  stands.  The 
facility was also used for band concerts, 
choral  presentations,  fancy  dress 
carnivals and balls. During skating, an 
orchestra  assembled  on  the  ornate 
mezzanine balcony overlooking the ice 
and played waltzes as bonnet-bedecked 
ladies  in  ankle-length  dresses  glided 
sedately around the rink on the arms of 
men  dressed  in  suits  and  ties.  Very 
elegant and dignified for those days. In 
later years the building was used as a warehouse, and it was destroyed by 
fire  in  1991.  The  front  facade  of  the  rink  was  reconstructed  by  Braun 
Engineers and stands in this park as a reminder of those elegant times.

Time Line/ Water Line

This  millennium  project  was  designed  to 
capture  stories,  images  and  keepsakes  from 
Guelph  citizens.  Canadian  sculptor  John 
McEwen,  who  created  the  brushed  stainless  steel 
sculpture,  felt  that  the  canoe  was  an  appropriate 
millennium symbol, pointing, as it does, “both where it is 
going  and  where  it  has  been.”  He  also  felt  that  its 
installation parallel to the river would allow the canoe’s 
ribs  to  “animate  the  river,”  and “bring it  in  and out  of 
focus” for those walking by.

TransCanada Trail

The red roof kiosk acknowledges the trail’s passage through this park. The 
display includes maps and donor lists.  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The Founding of Guelph

In John Galt  Park there is also a plaque stating 
that:  “John  Galt  [right]  the  celebrated  Scottish 
novelist  and  first  superintendent  of  the  Canada 
Company,  founded  Guelph  …  naming  it  ‘in 
compliment to the Royal Family.’ Established and 
heavily promoted by Galt as the headquarters for 
the  development  of  the  Company’s  huge  land 
purchase, the Huron Tract, the town subsequently 
declined  on  his  removal  from  office  in  1829. 
Increased agricultural settlement in the area and 
Guelph’s elevation to administrative centre for the 
new  Wellington  District  contributed  to  its 
economic recovery by the mid-1840s. The town’s 
development as a railway centre in the late 1850s encouraged the influx of 
light  industry  in  the  following  decades  which  further  diversified  its 
economic base. Under  provincial statute, Guelph became a City on April 
23, 1879.” On the south-west corner of Macdonell Street you will see a 
railway bridge abutment that bears a plaque indicating the site where John 
Galt and his party cut down the first maple tree to mark the founding of the 
Guelph settlement on April 23, 1827.

Cross Macdonell Street at the lights to the ruins on the south-east corner.
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Heritage Park

On  the  south-east  corner  of  Macdonell  and 
Wellington  Streets  is  Heritage  Park, 
established in 1977, the city’s sesquicentennial 
year.  The  remains  that  you  see 
here  were  preserved  from  the 
structure  and  machinery  of 
Allan’s  Mill  which  had  been 
established on this site in 1832.
The  mill  was  the  town’s  first 
major industrial  development.  It 
ultimately  included  flour  and 
grist mills, a distillery, a brewery 
and a variety of supporting operations. Power was supplied by the falls of 
the Speed River, a scaled-down version of which may still be seen  beneath 
the Macdonell Street bridge. The photo below is from 1870 and shows a 

view  of  the  mill 
looking  west  from 
t h e  r a i l w a y 
overpass.  William 
Allan  bought  the 
mill  from  the 
Canada  Company. 
He  rebuilt  the 
structure in stone in 
the early 1850s and 
added  an  auxiliary 
steam  plant  a 
decade later.

Cross Wellington Street at the lights and notice how the Basilica of Our Lady Immaculate is framed 
by Macdonell Street. Follow the walking path that heads west up the hill beside the railway 

abutment. Continue walking west, parallel to the railway line, across the parking lot 
towards the large red brick building at the top of the rise.
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Gooderham and Worts 
Granary Building

At the end of Neeve Street, filling the 
block  between  Fountain  and 
Farquhar  Streets,  is  the  former 
warehouse built as a grain depot by 
Gooderham  and  Worts  of  Toronto. 
The original  frame structure,  shown 
in the 1880 sketch to the right, was 
built in 1858 and was covered with a 
red brick veneer  in  1914. During the 
first  half  of  the twentieth century it 
housed the Hugh Walker  Wholesale 
Fruit  Company. In the 1990s it  was 
converted  to  modern  office  space 
under the guidance of architect Karl 
Briestensky.   The  Guelph  Chamber 
of  Commerce  is  located  in  this 
building.

Continue around to the north side of the building, adjacent to the railway tracks, 
then west a short distance along Farquhar Street.

97 Farquhar Street - Stone Warehouse Apartments

To the west of the Granary behind a low 
stone  wall  are  the  Stone  Warehouse 
Apartments. In 1881, H. Murton Limited 
constructed  this  building  as  a  mill  for 
processing oatmeal  and peameal.   This 
three-storey limestone building has a flat 
roof with denticulated cornices. In 1977 
architect  Karl  Briestensky  received  a 
Guelph Arts Council Heritage Award for 
his  design in restoring this  structure to 
its new purpose as apartments.  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6167 Railway Engine

Across  the  street  you  will 
see  a  heritage  railway 
engine.  The  Canadian 
National  Northern-type 
engine,  number  6167,  was 
built  in  1940.  It  represents 
one  of  the  finest  examples 
of  modern  steam  engines 
which  were  built  in 
Montreal  when  the  design 

focus  was  on  hard  work,  rather  than  glamour.  Most  of  this  engine’s 
working  career  was  spent  in  the  Maritimes,  hauling  both  freight  and 
passenger trains. Diesel engines came into favour in the late 1950s, but 
engine 6167 was called back into service in 1960 to pull a tourist train from 
Toronto to Niagara Falls. The Canadian National Railway decommissioned 
the  engine  and eventually  took it  out  of  storage to  donate  to  a  worthy 
community. It was acquired by the City of Guelph in 1967 as a centennial 
project and is now part of Guelph Museums.
The engine’s original location was adjacent to Macdonell Street just west 
of  the  railway  station.  In 
2010, it was relocated to its 
current  site  to  allow  the 
development  of  the  transit 
hub  on  Macdonell.  The 
682,950-pound  train  was 
lifted  onto  a  flatbed  trailer  
by  crane  and  was 
transported  over  the  tracks 
on  a  temporary  level 
crossing by PNR Railworks. 
(shown right)

Proceed west on Farquhar Street to Wyndham Street.  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72 Farquhar Street 
 The Old Drill Hall

1n 1866 a large timber-framed building, 
designed  by  David  Allan  of  Guelph, 
was built to serve as a Drill Hall for the 
local  militia.  Because  of  its  spacious 
interior,  the  building  served  the 

community for many years as a centre for social events, concerts and other 
major indoor celebrations. In 1884 the Ontario Provincial Winter Fair was 
held for the first  time, at  this location. Guelph was proclaimed as “The 
Smithfield of the North,” Smithfield being an important meat market in 
London,  England  at  that  time.  About  1900,  the  Drill  Hall  became  an 
industrial site and has seen various changes since then. Still standing on its 
original location at the north-east corner of Farquhar and Wyndham Streets, 
the old framed building was resurfaced with aluminum siding in 1974.

Before crossing Wyndham Street notice the 
Armoury Building on the north-west corner of 

the intersection.

7 Wyndham Street South 
The Armoury

The  Guelph  Armoury  was  built  in 
1907-09 of pressed brick with stone 
trim. It is located on what had been 

the  ninteenth-century  fairground  of  the  original  Market  Square.  The 
Armoury  replaced  the  old  Drill  Hall  across  the  street.   In  1910,  the 
development of the railway underpass made the Wyndham Street approach 
to  the  Armoury  difficult.  The  building  style  is  Edwardian  castellated, 
meaning that  it  has  a  battlement  with  grooves  as  might  be  found on a 
medieval castle.  It is a two-storey structure with an attic and basement. 
Twin octagonal turrets flank the main entrance, the base is rusticated stone 
and the building is crowned by a “crenellated parapet.” A parapet is a wall 
that extends from a roofline, and crenellated refers to the cutting of slots in 
that wall to allow a safe defensive location.
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Take care crossing Wyndham Street due to the underpass.
Proceed west on Farquhar and pause at the T-intersection with Freshfield Street.

Armoury Artillery

In the rear yard of the Armoury you will 
see  a  German  World  War  I  7.7-cm 
Feldkanone 25-pounder gun.

19-21 Freshfield Street

Freshfield  Street,  and  Wilson  Street 
north  of  the  railway,  formed  the  western 
boundary  of  the  original  Market  Square.  The 
three-storey  duplex  a  short  distance  north  on 
Freshfield at #19-21 is believed to have been a  
hotel  or  tavern  in  the  mid  1840s.  In  May of 
1828,  Charles  McTague opened an inn called 
“The Horn Of Plenty” a short distance to the 
north,  on  the  site  of  the  current  Farmers’ 
Market. (Don’t walk in that direction.) You will 
see the present-day market building at the dead end of Freshfield Street. It 
is  a  red brick structure  that  forms a  crescent  shape around the exterior 
space where vendors set up their wares on Saturdays from 7 am to noon. 
Beyond the market building you can see the towers of the Basilica of Our 
Lady Immaculate (photo below 1975).

Proceed along the Farquhar 
Street walkway extension, 

marked by yellow No Exits signs, 
to Gordon Street. Stay on the 
sidewalk on the east side of 

Gordon.
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32 Gordon Street - Army Navy Air Force Building

The building on the south-east corner of  the 
Farquhar extension and Gordon is currently 
an  Armed  Forces  clubhouse,  but  also  has 
significant historical interest. On this corner,  
in  1827,  John  Lynch,  an  Irish  blacksmith 
whom  John  Galt  brought  from  New  York 
State,  built  the  second  log  house  of  the 
community. His blacksmith shop was at the 
rear  facing  Farquhar  Street  and  survived 
until the 1920s. On August 26, 1827, the first 

Roman Catholic Mass and the first marriage in the community were both 
celebrated in Lynch’s log dwelling. In 1845, F. W. Stone, a merchant and 
importer  of  livestock,  whose  farm is  now the  site  of  the  University  of 
Guelph, built this three-storey stone structure as his general store. Early 
historians mention it as the first significant stone building constructed in 
the young town, where stone was to become a prominent building material. 
Carefully  dressed (cut)  limestone blocks have been used for  the facade 
which has been topped by fine carved stone cornice mouldings. The store 
remained in the possession of the Stone family for over a century. In 1981 
the  City  of  Guelph  designated  the  building  as  being  of  historical  and 
architectural interest.

29-33 Gordon Street

Across  the  street,  on  the 
north-west corner of Gordon 
and Fountain Streets, was the 
location  of  Guelph’s   third 
log  house,  built  in  the 
summer  of  1827  by  Mr. 
Lampart.  In  1840,  the  log 
dwelling was demolished by 
William Dyson for the construction of a hotel. However, fire destroyed it 
soon after construction. In 1841, Dyson erected a second structure of local 
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red brick, which for 
many  years  was 
know  as  the  Red 
Lion Inn.
Starting in 1841, the 
Inn  housed the  first 
Wellington  County 
Court.  Rooms  were 
set  aside  on  the 
second floor  for  court  activities.  These  were  used  until  1843 when the 
present buildings on Woolwich Street were built.  Many Guelphites knew 
this hotel as The Fountain House so named in reference to the horse trough 
and  public  water  fountain  that  were  located  at  the  south  side  of  the 
building.  The fountain was fed by a never-ending spring of pure, clean 
water,  said  to  originate  beneath  Catholic  Hill  where  the  basilica  now 
stands.  In  the  late  1950s,  the  spring  was  sealed  off  and  the  fountain 
removed in the name of public safety.  Over the years the building has had 
a variety of facelifts. It was covered with  a yellow brick veneer, then vinyl 
siding, but after a fire in 2011, renovations restored a red brick exterior 
similar to the original and other early features. 

26 Gordon Street

On  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
Farquhar  extension and Gordon you 
will  find  a  two-storey  stone  house 
that was built in 1845. It was reported 
to be the first large stone house built 
in  town.  The  carefully  dressed 
limestone blocks and the fine carved 
cornice  are  worthy  of  attention.   It 
has a hip roof and stone window sills 
and lintels. In 1983, the building was 
altered during extensive renovations. 

Walk north and look towards the west side of Gordon Street.  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21 Gordon Street

On the  north-west  corner  of  Gordon  and 
Nottingham  is  a  two-storey,  with  attic, 
stone structure which was built in 1876 as a 
warehouse and processing plant by David 
Kennedy for J.T. Brill, meat-packer, butter 
and  pork  merchant.  The  fact  that  the 
building was completed in less than three 

weeks was, at the time, considered quite an unusual accomplishment. This 
building  has  a  gable  roof  (side-sloping)  with  a  round-headed  gable 
window. Notice the large, flush stone corner quoins and parapet front and 
rear walls.

15-17 Gordon Street

All  that  is  left  of  the 
original  buildings  on  this 
block is #15. As shown in 
the sketch left, by Gordon 
Couling, there was once a 
group  of  five  identical 
units with a larger unit at 
the  north  end.  The 

remaining  structure  illustrates  the  front 
sloping gable roof and parapet  end walls 
which served as a fire break between units. 
The  construction  of  the  five  three-storey 
units  was  done  in  1847-48  by  William 
Day. In 1850-51, he added the large four-
storey  stone  building  (no  longer  in 
existence)  at  the  north  end to  extend his 
holdings to Essex Street. This block, called 
Day’s Stone Block, is an example of how 
structures were adapted to meet the needs 
of  the  growing  community.  The  earliest 
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activity on this south-west corner 
of  Gordon  and  Essex  Streets 
dates back to a frame building of 
1827-28.  In  1834,  Joseph  Croft 
bought  this  property  from  the 
Canada  Company,  and  replaced 
the frame building with a house 
and shop which was  one of  the 
earliest  brick  buildings  in  the 
community.  It  was  occupied  by 
Thomas  Heffernan,  a  clothing 
merchant.  In  1846,  the  property 
was  purchased  by  William  Day 
and  Heffernan  moved  his 
business  to  Wyndham  Street 
which  was  then  starting  to 
replace the old Market Square as 

the  business  core.  In  the  1850s, 
Day’s  Stone  Block  was  the  town’s  largest  stone  building.  Until  the 
mid-1860s the original corner building was the Jones American Hotel (top 
1870). From 1869 to 1875, it served as the town’s first central school. Until 
approximately  1900  it  provided   space  for  firms  engaged  in  building 
organs,  and  until  its  demolition  in  1964,  it  was  a  furniture  warehouse 
(above 1958). 

6 Gordon Street - Guelph Farmers’ Market

On the east side of Gordon Street, just before the railway underpass, is the 
front  facade  of  the  Farmers’ 
Market.  The  structure  was 
built  in  1913  as  horse  barns 
for the Winter Fair Buildings 
(where this tour began) which 
were adjacent  to  the original 
City  Hall.  The  contemporary 
market  has  been  at  this 
location since 1980. 
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Waterloo Avenue Intersection

Looking at the map below you will notice that Essex Street and Waterloo 
Avenue converge near where they meet Gordon Street. Waterloo Avenue, 
originally called Market Street, was designed as an extra wide entrance to 
the city, bringing a steady flow of trade from Galt and Waterloo County. 
Before the railway line was established, Kent Street on the north side of the 
tracks also converged on this point. The converging triangles created by the 
streets echoed the design Galt established for the original Market Square. 
Until  about  1850 the intersection of  these streets  was the focus for  the 
principal business operations for the community. The 1855 construction of 
the railway through the middle of Market Square wrought havoc to Galt’s 
basic plan and hastened the move of businesses to Wyndham Street.
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Keep on the right-hand sidewalk and proceed through the underpass up Wilson Street.

Guelph’s New City Hall

Built  2007-09, Guelph’s new City Hall  was designed by Moriyama and 
Teshima Architects. This Wilson Street side of the building, along with the 
Carden Street facade, incorporated original portions of the stone Market 
Square structures. This most westerly frontage was once the city’s firehall, 
constructed around 1901. You will see the closed-in entrance once used by 
the vehicles.
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