
 

National Day of Truth and Reconciliation 

 

The Canadian Musicians Co-operative has compiled resources to provide insight and 
education on Indigenous history and culture in light of the first National Day of Truth and 
Reconciliation on September 30th, 2021. This important event is an opportunity to provide a 
meaningful contribution towards achieving the goals set out by the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's 94 Calls to Action. Please take a moment to listen, learn, and explore these 
resources as you reflect. 

 

Events 
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation   
Date: September 27th- October 1st 
TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WEEK is a 5-day national event that will continue the conversations from 
Every Child Matters. This online event will provide historical workshops, exclusive video content, and activities 
for students — all supported by artistic and cultural performances by First Nations, Métis, and Inuit artists. 
(https://nctr.ca/education/trw/general-public-schedule/)  
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/truth-and-reconciliation-week-tickets-153491752965  

 

Marking the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation  
Date: September 29th @ 2pm-4pm 
Join the Prairie Federal Council and the Canada School of Public Service for an event on the lived experiences 
of residential school survivors and their communities. The guest speakers will share their thoughts and insights 
on what those experiences mean for Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada as we continue the 
journey of truth and reconciliation. 
(https://www.csps-efpc.gc.ca/events/national-day-truth-reconciliation/index-eng.aspx) 
 
 
The Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund  
Date: September 30th 
DWF President and CEO, Sarah Midanik, will be hosting a discussion to explore this new day of reflection, the 
significance of September 30, what this means for reconciliation in Canada, and how we can participate 
meaningfully.  
(https://downiewenjack.ca/national-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation/) 
 
 
Sacred Fire 
Date: September 30, 6 am - approximately 4 pm 
Location: The Spirit Catcher, 24 Maple Ave (Barrie, ON) 
The Sacred Fire will mark the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and in honour of all who have been 
impacted by residential schools. All are welcome to reflect, offer a prayer, learn, and heal together as a 
community. COVID-19 safety measures will be in effect: maintain a distance of at least two metres from others, 
and follow all other provincial COVID-19 guidelines.  
(https://www.barrie.ca/Culture/Festivals/Pages/National-Day-for-Truth-and-Reconciliation.aspx) 

https://nctr.ca/education/trw/general-public-schedule/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/truth-and-reconciliation-week-tickets-153491752965
https://www.csps-efpc.gc.ca/events/national-day-truth-reconciliation/index-eng.aspx
https://downiewenjack.ca/national-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation/
https://www.barrie.ca/Culture/Festivals/Pages/National-Day-for-Truth-and-Reconciliation.aspx


 

 

Suggested Actions 

ReconciliACTION is a meaningful action that moves reconciliation forward. ReconciliACTIONs aim to bring 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people together in the spirit of reconciliation to create awareness, share, and 
learn. ReconciliACTIONs act as the catalyst for important conversations and meaningful change, recognizing 
that change starts with every one of us and each person can make an impact. (https://downiewenjack.ca/our-
work/reconciliactions/)  

 

❖ If invited or open to the public, attend local and virtual Indigenous cultural events taking place in your 
community. 

❖ Organize a watch party and screen Gord Downie’s Secret Path, Tash Hubbard’s ‘nîpawistamâsowin: 
We Will Stand Up, or Finding the Secret Path by Mike Downie. 

❖ Listen to music made and curated by Indigenous artists and Indigenous-led organizations such as 
Red Music Rising, Ishkode Records, and this playlist from Adrian Sutherland (Lead vocals, Midnight 
Shine). This includes purchasing music on BandCamp Fridays. 

❖ On your birthday, consider asking for donations to an Indigenous-led charity instead of presents or 
cards. 

❖ For those who prefer not to celebrate their birthday, consider making a donation to an Indigenous-
led charity in their name rather than purchasing a card or dessert. 

❖ Purchase artwork from a local Indigenous artist and raise funds through a raffle or silent auction for 
the piece. 

❖ Purchase products from Indigenous-owned businesses and raise funds for an Indigenous-led charity 
through a raffle or silent auction for the items. 

❖ Learn the land acknowledgment in your region or develop one of your own in consultation with local 
Indigenous communities. 

❖ Be sure to carefully consider your relationship to the land that you live on and the traditional territories 
of the Indigenous Peoples who were there for thousands of years before colonization. 

❖ Research the local First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities and the contributions they have made 
to your community/surrounding communities. 

❖ Share your knowledge and spread the word to engage others in the conversation about Indigenous 
Peoples’ contributions to Canada and the world. 

❖ Find out if there was a residential school in your area or where the closest one is located by using 
the CBC Beyond94 Residential School Map. 

❖ For more resources about residential schools visit the Legacy Schools Resources page. 

https://downiewenjack.ca/our-work/reconciliactions/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGd764YU9yc
https://www.nfb.ca/film/nipawistamasowin-we-will-stand-up/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/nipawistamasowin-we-will-stand-up/
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/finding-the-secret-path/s03
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Resources 
The Reconciliation: A Starting Point (mobile app) is a reference tool for learning why reconciliation matters 
and what public servants need to know and do to advance reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples in Canada. 
 

Native-Land.ca | Our home on native land 
Learning about the traditional land we are located on is important for our awareness of Indigenous history. Use 
this interactive link to toggle between treaties, languages and territories. 
 

Read the 94 Calls to Action that were recommended after the conclusion of the Truth and Reconciliation. 
 

Beyond 94 | CBC News is a resource developed by the CBC that provides a progress report on each of the 94 
Calls to Action as well as other resources to educate Canadians about the legacy of the residential school 
system. 

 

Podcasts 
Telling Our Twisted Histories | CBC Podcasts  
Words connect us. Words hurt us. Indigenous histories have been twisted by centuries of colonization. Host 
Kaniehti:io Horn brings us together to decolonize our minds– one word, one concept, one story at a time. 
 

The Secret Life of Canada 
The Secret Life of Canada is a history podcast about the country you know and the stories you don’t. 
 

Warrior Life podcast from Dr Pam Palmater  
Podcast about decolonizing the way we approach daily life and reigniting the Indigenous cultural experience. 

 

Videos 
Namwayut: we are all one. Truth and reconciliation in Canada | Canada is ...  
In this video, Chief Robert Joseph shares his story, being a residential school survivor, and touches on the 
impact of truth and reconciliation. 
 
Phyllis Webstad Orange Shirt Day Presentation  
Phyllis Webstad presents her experience in residential schools and the meaning of Orange Shirt Day. 
 
Residential Schools in Canada: A Timeline This short video provides a timeline on the history and 
development of residential schools. 

https://csps-efpc.gc.ca/tools/apps/ils/index-eng.aspx
https://native-land.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
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